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Gracious and loving God, let your Spirit 
be with us today. 
Hear our prayers, and increase in us the 
will to follow your Son Jesus. 
Help us to draw on the resources of our 
faith as we use the opportunities of our 
democracy to shape a society more re-
spectful of the life, dignity, and rights of 
the human person, especially the poor 
and vulnerable. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God forever 
and ever.  Amen. 

— US Conference of Catholic Bishops



Monday, March 25, 2019

5:00 p.m. -- Mass, St. Mary Cathedral, 203 East 
10th Street. Celebrated by Cardinal DiNardo and 
concelebrated by all Bishops present.  

Tuesday, March 26, 2019
8:00 a.m. — Advocacy Day Coordinators check in 
Legislative Conference Center 
Room E2.002 of the State Capitol Extension

8:15 a.m.  — Legislative Team Visits begin, per 
each arch/diocesan schedule

8:15 a.m. — Register Support/Opposition to 
House/Senate bills
Legislative Conference Center 
Room E2.002 of the State Capitol Extension

There are several House and Senate bills in hear-
ings on Tuesday for which Advocates may regis-
ter to oppose or support during their down time.  

This can be done at any of the kiosks in the hall-
way between the offices and committee hearing 
rooms. Please note you will need to register for 
Senate hearings in the kiosks on the Senate side 
of the hallway and House hearings on the House 
side of the hallway.

You can also register for House hearings from a per-
sonal mobile device anywhere within the capitol on 
the Public Capitol Wireless Network. The following 
link provides instructions on how to do so—there 
is even a short video to watch in advance: https://
www.mytxlegis.legis.state.tx.us/hwrspublic/about.
aspx.

General Information

Command Central
Command Central Room is on the Exten-
sion Second Floor (Room E2.002). TCCB 
staff will be available all day. Please make 
this your first stop on April 4 so that we 
know you made it, and to ensure that you 
are aware of any changes in schedules.

Please also follow @TXCatholic. Through-
out the day, @TXCatholic will use Twitter to 
announce updates using #TCCBUpdate. 
Follow our tweets for the latest information 
on the timing of the day’s activities.

Social Media
The TCCB will be livestreaming the Rally, 
which begins at 11:30 am, via Facebook    
@TXCatholic. 

Please use #txlege and #TXCatholic in all 
social media posts of your activity at the 
Capitol (pictures with legislators or the rally, 
personal posts, etc.).

Photography and Videography 
Please note that the Texas Catholic Confer-
ence of Bishops has official photographers 
and videographers capturing images and 
audio during the day. If you do not wish to 
have your image appear in a photograph 
or video footage promoting the work of the 
TCCB, please contact news@txcatholic.org 
with this information as soon as possible.

Advocacy Day Schedule
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9:00  a.m. — First Mock Hearing
Capitol Auditorium (E1.004 in Capitol Extension)

10:15 - 11:15  a.m. — Second Mock Hearing
Capitol Auditorium (E1.004 in Capitol Extension)

10:00 a.m. — House Opening Prayer 

11:00 a.m. — Begin assembling on south steps 
of Capital for Rally
In case of rain, a small press conference will be 
held in the Senate Press Room, Room 2E.9. 

11:00 a.m. — Senate Opening Prayer 

11:30 a.m. — Rally, South Steps of the Capitol 
Please make certain you are present in front of 
the South Steps of the Capitol for the Rally so 
we can have significant show of Catholic Faith in 
Action for our state lawmakers.

12:15 – 2:00 p.m. — Lunch
Following the Rally, lunch service for TCCB par-
ticipants begins on the grounds of the Capitol. 
Look for the PokeJo’s food truck on Colorado 

Street (to the left of the Rally crowd as you face 
the south steps of the Capitol). 

NOTE: Students attending the Fourth Mock 
Hearing (at 1:30 p.m.) should be served lunch 
first, so that they can attend their Mock Hearing 
on time.

12:15 – 1:15 p.m. — Third Mock Hearing
Capitol Auditorium (E1.004 in Capitol Extension)

NOTE: These students will be served lunch after 
the Mock Hearing.

12:30 p.m. — Legislative Meetings Resume
Team Leaders continue with legislative visits to 
members, attend hearings and sign in for sup-
port/opposition.

1:30-2:30 p.m. — Fourth Mock Hearing
Capitol Auditorium (E1.004 in Capitol Extension)

NOTE: THESE STUDENTS SHOULD RECEIVE LUNCH 
FIRST

2:00 p.m. — Lunch Service Concludes

2:30 - 4:00 p.m. — Buses depart per individual 
schedules

Unscheduled Time

• Pray the Rosary in the Central Court open-air rotunda (Level 1 of the State Capitol Extension).

• Get a group photo with your legislator. This can be arranged in advance by asking a staff mem-
ber for the legislator to bring them to the stairs outside of their Chamber at a designated time.
Your delegation can then be arranged on the steps for a quick photo opportunity with your
legislator.

• Take a self-guided Capitol tour (South Lobby of first floor).

• Visit the Capitol Visitors Center to view historical exhibits. (www.tspb.state.tx.us/CVC/home/
home.html).

• Visit the Bullock Texas State History Museum, 1800 Congress Ave. (www.thestoryoftexas.com).

• Visit St. Mary’s Cathedral at Tenth and Brazos.
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Catholic  
Advocacy Day
Legislative 
Team Visits
Teams of 3-5 with a team leader are assigned by 
their arch/diocesan Advocacy Day Coordinator 
to visit a Texas legislators’ office. These teams 
present and discuss information on specific bills 
on the Texas Bishops’ Legislative Session Priori-
ties with the legislator or his/her staff.

This is an opportunity to educate, inform 
and be a witness to our Catholic faith.

Before you visit
Find your legislator at Who Represents Me? 
(http://www.fyi.legis.state.tx.us/Home.aspx) 

Learn more about your House Representative 
(http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/) and 
your Senator (http://www.senate.state.tx.us/
members.php). 

Research the bishops’ positions on bills at http://
www.txcatholic.org/85th-legislature-bill-posi-
tions/

For Advocacy Day, the TCCB is providing a 
handout of the bishops’ priorities, along with po-
sition papers on issues related to those priorities. 

Your arch/diocesan Advocacy Day Coordinator 
will inform you of the time to meet with your leg-
islator on April 4, during Catholic Advocacy Day.

See the following pages for your legislator’s of-
fice number and maps of the Capitol complex.

When you visit
DO 

• Sign their guest book

• Introduce yourself

• Review the list of Priority Bills in the packet

• Explain why each issue is important and
ask for their support or opposition

• Find out where the legislator stands on the
issue

• Leave the TCCB packet with them

• Ask to be put on the mailing list

• Thank them before leaving

• Kindly let them know you will be paying
attention to the legislation you mentioned
and their vote on it!

• Send a  social media post (Twitter or Face-
book) afterward, thanking them, using their
Twitter handle and @TXCatholic, and the
hashtags #TXLege and #TXCatholics. Sam-
ple post: “Thank you @_______ for talking
with #TXCatholics today about [a specific
bill or issue} at the #TXLege. @TXCatholic”

• Ask for a photo with your legislator, both
with your team and with other Catholics
from your arch/diocese.

• Immediately let the TCCB and your Ad-
vocacy Day Coordinator know how the
visit went by filling out the Legislative Visit
Form. Plesae return one copy to Command
Central — Room E2.002 on the Extension
Second Floor — and one to your arch/di-
ocesan Advocacy Day Coordinator.

DON’T

• Be angry, hostile or threaten

• Treat a legislator’s staff with anything less
than respect

• Fail to listen to elected officials’ comments
and concerns

• Overwhelm a legislator with too much
information or paperwork

• Forget to thank someone who was helpful



THE PUBLIC POLICY VOICE OF THE CHURCH

2019 Legislative 
Agenda: 86th Session

Life and Family Life: Human life is 
intrinsically valuable and should be protected 
by law from fertilization to natural death. 

Moreover, the family is the sanctuary of life in 
which parents teach children how they ought to live. 
Therefore, the TCCB opposes direct threats to innocent 
human life, from fertilization to natural death, and 
seeks to promote strong, stable, and healthy families. 
Specifically, the TCCB:
• opposes abortion and euthanasia;
• supports the elimination of all funding for abortion

providers;
• supports increased funding to abortion alternatives

for expectant mothers;
• supports the elimination of wrongful birth lawsuits;
• supports proposals that recognize the sacredness,

fidelity, and permanency of marriage;
• supports an improved foster care system which

respects subsidiarity through a community-based
model; and

• supports increased recruitment, formation, and
support of foster, adoptive, and biological parents.

Immigration: Life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness in America are preserved by a 
government that is of, by, and for the people. 

This is the exceptional American heritage, and it 
has been charitably offered to the world’s oppressed 
and persecuted for over two centuries. The TCCB 
encourages its continuation, welcomes migrants 
embracing the American dream, and respects the 
enforcement of laws which preserve the common good. 
Specifically, the TCCB:
• opposes efforts to reduce access by immigrants to

IDs, birth certificates, drivers’ licenses, education,
and healthcare;

• supports care for unaccompanied minors and
alternatives to family detention;

• supports enforcement measures which are targeted,
proportional, and humane; and

• supports the reunification of immigrant families.

Restorative Justice: In response to crime, 
the state has primary responsibility to uphold 
justice, with the goals of achieving restitution, 

protecting the common good, deterring offenses, and 
rehabilitating offenders. However, our state struggles 
with overincarceration and overcriminalization, 
which have arisen from the hardness that so often 
accompanies all earthly justice. Therefore, the TCCB 
seeks mercy in order to help the state achieve the goals 
listed above. Specifically, the TCCB:
• opposes the imposition and use of the death penalty;
• supports bail reforms which depend upon the

accused’s danger, not their wealth;
• supports the rehabilitation of offenders who commit

non-violent state jail felonies;
• supports raising the age of criminal responsibility

for 17-year-olds;
• supports parole board review of lengthy sentences

given to juveniles; and
• supports efforts to recategorize rent-to-own defaults

as a civil offense.

Education: The family is the sanctuary of 
life, in which parents teach children how they 
ought to live. Thus, the education of children 

is a primary right and serious duty of parents, and 
the state participates in education with the parents’ 
consent. Moreover, the central focus of public financing 
for education should always be the good of children. 
Therefore, the TCCB supports expanded educational 
opportunities for Texas parents and students. 
Specifically, the TCCB:
• supports parental choice in education, including tax

credit scholarships;
• supports creating a do-not-hire registry of

persons barred from school employment due
to inappropriate or unlawful relationships with
students or minors;

• supports student-based school funding, and
encourages the improvement of funding methods
which are not responsive to student demographics;

• supports the autonomy of private institutions;



• supports increased funding for tuition equalization
grants; and

• supports access to Pre-Kindergarten, and before- or
after-school child care.

Healthcare: While modern science has given 
rise to nearly miraculous cures for human 
illnesses, it may also be used to destroy life. 

Thus, modern medicine should continually orient its 
work toward the dignity and transcendence of every 
human. To foster this, the TCCB promotes health 
and healthcare access in accord with the principles of 
bioethics. Specifically, the TCCB: 
• supports healthcare which respects patient dignity

and physician conscience;
• supports access to palliative care and monitors

changes to the advance directive act;
• supports increased access to health insurance and

healthcare, such as through Medicaid and CHIP;
• supports studies of maternal mortality and

morbidity, and efforts to improve the health of
Texas mothers;

• supports preventative care and enhanced health
education to help patients play a greater role in their
health; and

• supports increased access to treatment for addiction.

Social Concerns: Texans have inherited 
remarkable economic opportunity, and 
employment arising from such opportunity 

has a special dignity. We are grateful for these gifts. 
However, shrewdness in acquiring wealth can be so 
highly praised that we forget the poor and vulnerable, 
who are our neighbors, and cannot be neglected in the 
work for the common good. Therefore, the TCCB seeks 
to assist those who are in the greatest need. Specifically, 
the TCCB: 
• supports initiatives that reduce marriage penalties in

public assistance programs;
• opposes usurious loans, especially payday and auto-

title lending;
• supports anti-poverty public assistance which

incentivizes self-sufficiency;
• supports efforts to alleviate food insecurity and

hunger, including through summer nutrition
programs, school meals, and nutritional education;

• supports efforts to assist in the care and support of
persons with disabilities; and

• supports efforts to combat human trafficking, care
for victims, and reunify families.

Religious Liberty: The Church feeds the 
hungry; accompanies the lonely; comforts the 
sick, dying, and grieving; helps the addicted; 

gives aid to widows and orphans; shelters refugees; 
strengthens the fellowship between neighbors, citizens, 
and spouses; softens earthly justice with divine mercy; 
and inculcates the morality that a free nation needs to 
function. Yet today, religious liberty is under attack by 
the state. Such liberty is not only about our ability to 
worship by going to Mass on Sunday or praying the 
Rosary at home. Rather, it is about whether Christians 
can make our contribution to the common good of all 
Americans. Therefore, the TCCB seeks to maintain and 
protect religious liberty. Specifically, the TCCB:
• supports efforts to protect religious liberty,

especially as it pertains to human life, marriage, and
the family;

• supports conscience protection for individuals
and organizations contracting with governments,
especially healthcare providers, educators, and
those who serve the poor and vulnerable; and

• supports incentives for charitable giving by
taxpayers to programs maintained by faith-based
nonprofit entities.

Creation: We should see nature with awe and 
wonder, but too often we tend to merely view 
ourselves as nature’s masters, who rightly 

employ it to satisfy our ever-multiplying desires. We 
thereby forget, or never learn, how to live wisely, think 
deeply, or love generously, and these are the requisite 
virtues to ensuring that the earth remains fruitful for 
our posterity. Therefore, the TCCB hopes to foster the 
prudent stewardship of creation. Specifically, the TCCB:
• supports an increased understanding of Texas’ water

availability;
• supports efficiency and conservation in water use to

maintain availability for irrigation and drinking;
• supports efficiency and conservation in energy use

and efforts to mitigate pollution; and
• supports efficiency in disaster recovery coordination

among non-profits.

The TCCB is a federation of all Roman Catholic 
dioceses and ordinariates in Texas. There are 8 million 
Catholics living in our state. To contact us, call our 
office at 512-339-9882, email jennifer@txcatholic.org, 
or find TXCatholic on Facebook and Twitter.

mailto:jennifer%40txcatholic.org?subject=86th%20Legislature%2C%20TCCB%20Agenda
https://www.facebook.com/TXCatholic/
https://twitter.com/TXCatholic


@TXCatholic
www.txcatholic.org

512.339.9882

Foster care reform
“One of the most challenging and rewarding opportunities to practice the corporal and  
spiritual works of mercy is the experience of foster parenting.” — Bishop Michael Sis, DIo-
cese of San Angelo

Despite the best of intentions and 20 years of reports 
and attempted fixes, the foster care system in Texas is 
harming the very children it was established to help. 
In December 2015 U.S. District Judge Janis Graham 
Jack ruled that Texas had violated the 14th Amend-
ment rights of 12,000 children to be free from harm 
while in state custody. Using harsh words, Judge 
Jack said the state kept the children in an under-
funded and poorly run system. Children are fre-
quently moved from one place to another, and often 
separated from siblings.
Judge Jack ordered sweeping reforms and appointed 
two special masters to oversee the reforms. Reforms 
included increased funding, more agents with lighter 
case-loads, and, wherever possible, children be kept 
in family settings with their siblings. Texas bishops 
urged swift adoption of these reforms as a matter of 
highest priority, in keeping with our moral obliga-
tions to the most vulnerable among us. 
Despite state objections to court oversight, several 
mandated reforms have been implemented.
The bishops want reform to proceed expeditiously. 
Until the state has demonstrated it is in full com-
pliance, they know continued oversight is needed. 
Legislation providing measurable, attainable re-
quirements for Child Protective Services or requiring 
reform to be data and results-driven can assist in 
providing these vulnerable children the services they 
need not just to survive, but to thrive and become 

capable, contributing citizens.
Aging Out
Thousands of young people “age out” of foster care in 
the United States annually. Children coming out of 
foster care typically do not have adequate life skills 
and family support to make their way in the world 
and are therefore less prepared than most 18-year-
olds for independent living.
More than one third of these young people never 
finish high school and many don’t have jobs. Their 
rates of arrest, health problems, welfare dependency, 
and homelessness are far higher than the rest of the 
population.
The more fortunate find their way to non-profits 
where they are provided with safe housing, 
counseling, remedial or continued education, job 
training, and other support required to adapt to life 
on their own.
Recruiting and supporting foster families
State leadership has recognized a lack of high-quality 
capacity in the foster care system, particularly for 
high-needs children. The trauma, mental illness, 
behavioral health challenges, and medically fragility 
of these children requires a strong system of care.  
The House, Senate, and Governor have developed 
reform plans that depend on the faith-based 
community for assistance with prevention efforts, 
foster care, and adoption.
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This is an area where cooperation between state 
authorities and faith based communities can be 
particularly effective, not only in recruiting foster 
care families, but in providing those families with 
support networks.
Faith based communities are particularly well 
positioned to assist by informing their members 
of opportunities to become foster families, and to 
support those families in a wide variety of ways, such 
as counseling, transportation to and from school 
and extracurricular activities, babysitting services 
for parent “date nights,” liaison with birth families, 
keeping siblings together, financial assistance, 
and help in the adoption process where it might be 
appropriate.
Protections for Provider Capacity
The Texas Conference of Catholic Bishops has 
serious concerns about how some aspects of the 
reform plan will be implemented, leading to potential 
unintended consequences related to civil liability 
and conscience protections, thereby greatly reducing 
provider capacity. 
Our foster care providers have been strong partners 
in foster care service delivery, parent recruitment, 
respite care, and support programs. The State of 
Texas has sovereign immunity from civil liability, 
but reform efforts which shift decision making to 
community based providers currently lack a clear 
safe harbor for private partners. If private agency 
personnel follow state protocols and standards of care 
and document these actions, there should be limited 
liability protection for them if there is a poor outcome 
despite due diligence by the community provider. 
More than 25 percent of the state’s foster care 
provider network are faith-based. Foster parents and 
providers who are motivated by their faith should 
be fully protected as they live their faith daily. 
Legislation must ensure that the government cannot 
discriminate against faith-based adoption and foster 
care providers in licensing, contracting, or funding, 
if providers operate based on their religious beliefs. 
Specifically, to have a robust capacity, Christian 
providers must have the freedom to limit our 
placements within the context of traditional marriage 
and cannot be required to provide access to abortion 
for children in our care.
As these proposals call for increased capacity for 
the foster care system by encouraging collaboration 
with foster care providers, faith-based communities, 
and advocate groups, the bishops strongly hold that 
reasonable conscience and liability protections are 
critical to a successful increase of capacity in the 
foster care system.

——————————
You can find more information on the Texas Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops’ policy priorities at 
www.txcatholic.org/public-policy.

Where we stand
The TCCB has reviewed the following legislation for 
the 85th Texas Legislature:

HB 4 establishes a sliding scale for the levels of 
monetary assistance for foster caregivers and puts in 
place penalties for fraud. The TCCB supports this bill 
which provides greater levels of assistance to foster 
parents at lower income levels. 

HB 5 moves the Department of Family Services 
out of the Health and Human Services Commission 
to function as a stand alone state agency. The TCCB 
supports this bill which allows for greater efficiency 
and focus on the needs of families involved in the 
protective services system.

HB 6 creates a regional community based fos-
ter care system. The TCCB supports this bill which 
respects the value of regional and local communities 
in developing local solutions for families involved 
with the protective services system.

HB 88 extends parental sick leave rights to 
parents caring for foster children. The TCCB sup-
ports this bill which increases the parental sick leave 
rights of foster parents.

HB 928/SB 482 directs the Department of 
Family and Protective Services to collaborate with 
local agencies to assist foster care youth in obtaining 
high school diplomas and access to career and col-
lege guidance. The TCCB supports this bill to improve 
support services to children aging out of foster care.

HB 1542 requires the Department of Public 
Safety to place foster children in the least restrictive 
environment. The TCCB supports this bill which 
ensures that foster children are placed close to their 
current community in homes that are best able to 
meet their needs.

HB 3859 provides conscience protections to 
ensure that child welfare providers who act based on 
sincerely held religious beliefs are not discriminated 
against in grants or ability to provide child welfare 
services. The TCCB supports this bill to ensure the 
that religious providers have the freedom to serve 
children in line with our mission based values. 
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